WRE Sppaithuy uncen
raled on E.l.loauf's major
launch sites, 1he other on 1he
two siies housing Baikonus
personnel 32 km 10 the south

“They were Nying side-by
vide, iincases  described
bem a3 orange-coloured and

naving pelly-fgh-like shapes

dau hazcd soulh 10 the
city. The oiher remained over
Lhe spaceport It hung mo
onlcss right over the huge
owers of Launch Pad No |
he ic) installation. ' Then
wodenly, a silver-colovred
wower, almost like rain
amg down from the hovering
rafl. The shower seemed 1o
-r.-c%pu ibe Larget below

e SLlack lasied |4 scc

nds. Thea the silver ra
vopped and the crafi began
@ move again i made »
sant circle over the outside
renimeter of _the spacepon,
hen New on. Not more than
all & minute had passed bei
«¢h 18 arrivel and departure
t moved nouselessly

During the raid, bolts snd
vels were apparently sucked
rem ihe support LWowers ol
he maia installation

- P,

he velucle was dnaman

tled and rushed 1o Kapustin
Yar, 96 km eant of Volgagrad
n the Astrakhan sieppe

As the substitute site was
Wivaied on approtimaiely the
mame latitude a3 Baikoaur
48 degrees north — it meant
the spacecrafi would §o into
the same orbit as if 1t had
becn launched from Lhe origi-
nal sile

Crash crews workin
around the clock complete
e anslaliation as rere howr

£ 1D 1o un

vanted space visilors?
Vé'hatever it was, from June 2
o June 18 the rest ol the
Balkonur space tralfic was
curried by Pleseisk in north.
e'n Russia

Plesetsk 4 1he Sovies
most modern cosmod ome
3 its space shots are minly
. 8 muintary nature. It was
ucenlly eviended 10 im lude
s'multancous lsunches n 3
wide range of iaclined orbis

ldeally siuaied in the low
s nds of the fros [

nor

€L anc the spuce ca e - .
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more luck than While Rakonur nas deen
he said recalling nerely .’I'\"?GI\EI i Lhe
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obad was  lalking.”
said Doctor of Geology Alea-
¢i Zolotov, a promineat and
highly respecied Soviet scien-
tst and eaplorer, who hap
pened 10 be in the area he
day the UFO astiack hap-
pened
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Apparently
cry u":r-! [
fevernh act

something
nere wad
I over the

Was v

vily
place. Also, during the « g
searchhighis  hept wanning
the skies

D¢ Zolotor mgyed €
rigtel Covnonaut in the town
wimr . - LY !
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>4id i, £ sgine U N0
r.:', he tuma Came
OCING A1 Ihe vame Lime as the
conmudrume and s !{:ll'.’-;n
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In sdduor rows of neat
MEsiurey apariment houses
the Cchibgrately namelew new
luwn lealures spuce rescarch
mslaliatons, spac i*arming
fac c labor aturcs "
honpetal, spurts arens and
other sporis facilities, 3
thealre, Cinemas, restaurants
& icleviswn cenlre. and a
Coamonaut <lubd, all baih
wilhun he lasl lew yeams

E -(r):."‘-'li but a church

The 1own is situated on »
radlway hne and major high-
way and.is connected 10 the
cusmodrome by several smull
er rauds

The aciual spacepon
argest such installacion in the

the

€ 3uUnc 3 whi
wat damaged was No. |, buili
0 hold the heaviesi space

cquipment

"g:rm' the night, guards
on the site heard sirange
creaking sounds. At daybreak
while inspecting the sieel
sructures they noticed rays of
ight shining through the sieel
beams. As they closed in they
found the holes snd realised
that these were bore holes for

bolts and rivets. The bolu
themacives were gorc
“In all, workmen discover.

4 hundreds of holey 3
cording 10 On¢ version several
thousand i iRe siecel
oeams that make up the inirn;
Pale SITRCTRrey
ower and the lea 1§
tuppurt-and-feed masny

The missing bulis were
later found below, |y 1§ un
the concrete Nooring inter
mungled with their nuts
which, (oo, had been re-
mwved Nesther bolts nor nuts
had been damaged

The men also discovered
that somg weld sear had
been tampered with and 1hat
some of the sections had in
deed become separaied Obwi-
ously, no human hands could
have broughi this
about especially, in s0
shori 3 Lime

One must rule out amy
iheory that saboteurs infil-
irated the intricale Llower syvs
iem and carried ouwl 1heir
work hanging Trom beams
five siorey agu:c round. |l
would have taken them days
There simply was no other
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A rocket carrying a
lsunch pad st Balkkonur,

three spacemen
Fremch astronaut
Chretien, was, suppoged
blast off, R %
Is o‘]cn?ll F 1 4

“ith the orbiting space lab

Sahhut 7 with two Soviet \ za

cosmonauts aboard
+ Things were beck 10 por-
mal 3 full nine days before
the important launch end
nothing further upset t. The
sabolage remained s well
kept secret until recently
when 3 cosmonaul mentioned
tLIR pussing 3t 8 meeting with
scientists in Moscow,
Actually, the scientin
wid, & check on all other
Lunch sites determined that
no other structures had been
L3 botaged
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The one alfected, on the
other hand, was & key launch
d surrounded with a venia-
le forest of sieel beams
cable supports and anchors
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The fsct that Baikonur
came 10 & mysierious stand-
sll last June has since been
confirmed by the American

National Acronautics and
Space Administration
Soviet space expert and

noted astrophysicist Viadimir
Azhazha, reached by phone
in Mascow, said: “I have no

reason 10 doubt that cxtre-
world, is criss-crossed by sne-  eaplanation bul one and Ity mainsiay. an claborate lerresirials must be well
Cial concrete roads capable of  (his was an cerie one 10 51y Quadruple tower opeming like aware of our increased space
carrying exireme weights the least @ giant steel wlip, embraces activity. For all | know they
during winter and summer, ‘On the other hand, the 'he wertical rocketship sus- o0t inflormed about its
ratlway tracks and security damage was far from catan pended over & sieel 9""*“‘"' objectives than the aversge
trenches. [l s dotied with trophic.” the scientist said deep into s concrete Nour- man in the streer

humerous ouiside hangan, “In fact it was well within ‘¥ ‘| have always cuatended,
immensve rachet ansembly wdinary maintenance re ‘Unlike 1the American that supenor civilinations are
sallations. fuel siorage facil wirs The bolts cuuld be put  seppurt  tuwers,” he said, more concerned with peace
ties and soph »I-L_lrLrI\"\l (s !. place, and the un- “ours swing from ground and harmony than we are
cilities welded beains rewcided level hinges, their 10ps “‘l"‘ﬁ Those “star wars' that fiction
The whole area s provect The a¢ [ sabotage aj away in arcs of over ? wrilers dream up, are, in my

ed by three concentric rings peared almost as  1he ugh  meires 10 let the space vehicle view, sheer nunsense
of  military .y v  whoever did wanted us and s cluster of boosters “Beings more sdvanced
plcie o f l"\“ '~_"~-48h unhampered ai than we are will keep us n
et of 1 ' hfi -of check somechoe — cven if §t
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Jne of Russia's Soyuz rockets beiny prepared for launch i 1 tha - helpl g ool By the remeonal of cua- . o= Camers Press




